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It’s been a privilege for me to have been given the opportunity by Paul Kipchumba to be a
lead discussant in the online seminar on Agriculture and Food Security in Africa, on the 15 th

November 2018. The webinar began with our second lead discussant,  Wang Hao,  from
China,  who  discussed  reforms  and  modernization  of  agriculture,  taking  China  as  an
example. Wang Hao has experience in agriculture, and had several visits in Africa in the
past. Hence, he did a detailed presentation of what he thinks should be done to help Africa
in her fight for food security.

My presentation then followed, where I discussed the importance of having a good balance
between environmental protection and agricultural development, drawing examples from my
native country, Mauritius. I have to be clear here; I really desire to see Africa becoming self-
sufficient in my lifetime, because it pains me to see so many people, including children, dying
from hunger every day in Africa. However, I also believe in the importance of doing it the
correct way. The present situation in many ‘successful’ countries is saddening. An example I
mentioned during my talk was that of Brazil. The latter is planning to deforest more of the
Amazon rainforests for the purpose of agriculture. The Amazon rainforests are considered by
many as the ‘lungs of the planet’. The extent of deforestation at present is already alarming.
Eradicating  these  forests  completely  will,  without  doubt,  have  drastic  environmental
consequences  in  the  future,  such  as  a  further  rise  in  temperatures  and  rise  in  sea  levels
worldwide.

Another example we could take is that of China. Many of its cities are considered as some of
the most polluted cities in the world. Despite its economic success and ability to feed its
population (Food Security), we can see that China is doing poorly in terms of protecting its
environment. I believe that the word ‘success’ is multi-faceted. Indeed, a country can be
successful economically, but have unhappy people if the latter are not happy in other areas of
their lives. They can be leading a luxurious life, but have to breathe in polluted air every day.
Hence, this was the reason I wanted to stress the importance of having the right balance
economically and environmentally as Africa is managing her way out of extreme poverty.
Africa should learn from other countries if she wants to avoid the mistakes of the past.

I would like to end by saying thank you to everyone else who contributed to make the
webinar successful, including Kakembo Yacobo Mugalaasi, from Uganda, our host for
the webinar, and Janneth Acevedo, who made the welcome remarks, and all the others
who participated.


