
 

Conflict in Kenya, the Great Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa 

A multi-disciplinary seminar convened by Kipchumba Foundation in collaboration with the Department of 

Research, the Catholic University of Eastern Africa, at the Jubilee Hall Auditorium, Langata Campus, on 

Thursday 28 November 2013 from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Peace, security and post-conflict reconstruction are a constant concern in the countries of the Great 

Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa. These countries have lived through decades of crises, 

conflicts, violence and wars that breed quasi-permanent insecurity. The tragedies caused by this 

situation are very obvious: millions of people are left dead, wounded or displaced; property looted or 

destroyed; thousands of women raped; traumatized populations living in fear, etc. In addition, this 

situation encourages state fragility, emergence of autocratic regimes, and general impoverishment of 

the population. Also, it explains why some countries of the sub-region have become the poorest in 

the world, despite their abundance of natural and human resources. 

 Kenya, for instance, has experienced and continues to tackle challenges of insecurity of 

unprecedented scale in addition to living up to the responsibility of resolving external conflicts 

involving her neighbours. There are also the threats of recurrent terrorism and anticipated resource-

based conflicts. Uneven development levels/ marginalization, leading to socio-economic inequality, 

has been blamed for most of the internal conflicts in Kenya, especially livestock rustling conflicts in 

pastoralist areas and land clashes in agricultural settlements. But some questions still linger on 

whether livestock rustling economy or land ownership skirmishes with the many not yet resettled 

Internally Displaced People (IDPs) can outlive the post-2010 constitutional dispensation despite the 

closing down of post-2007/8 post-election violence IDP camps recently. 

This seminar has been convened to ascertain the process of pacification, reconciliation, security and 

post-conflict reconstruction in the countries of the sub-region. It aims, especially, at sharing ideas on 

past, present and future Kenyan direction with respect to internal conflicts and conflicts in the Great 

Lakes Region and the Horn of Africa, the challenges of and opportunities from such conflicts. 

 Themes 

The following among others related are the possible issues to be tackled: 

·         Assessing the impact of insecurity 

·         Models of peace-making 

·         Gender-based violence 

·         Terrorism and counter-insurgency initiatives 

·         Policing 

·         Cyber security 



·         Women in armed conflict 

·         Piracy 

·         Rise of vigilante groups 

·         Economic activity and conflict 

·         Education and conflict 

·         Cultural  activity in the context of conflict   

·         Regional approaches to peacebuilding 

·         Post-conflict democracy and political systems 

Presentations 

Abstracts of no more than 300 words or complete papers with the names, addresses, phone 

numbers and the institutional affiliation of the authors should be send 

to research@cuea.edu and pskipchumba@gmail.com by Friday 15 November 2013.  
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